October 2014

Tishrei/Cheshvan 5775

From Our Spiritual Leader
Cantor Henry Shapiro
Welcome to 5775
Once again the calendar rolls around for a New Jewish Year - the
year 5775 to be exact. But what does that number mean and where
does it come from?
We know where 2014 comes from. And we know it was common
practice to count the year according to the current king as in, ‘this is
the 10th year of the reign of King Xerxes’.
But supposedly the Jewish calendar eliminates all this arbitrary
business and goes right back to the beginning - the Creation that is.
If you add up all the lives of this or that biblical character and the
Jewish kings mentioned in Chronicles, it comes this year to that nice
symmetrical number of 5775.
Only there are a few blips in the calculation here and there, what the
Rabbinic authorities call the ‘missing years’. Between the
destruction of the Temple and some other historic periods, there are
few chronological discrepancies.
While some numbers in Judaism may be precisely counted, as in 10
people for a minyan, other times they may be connected as a
general idea with less precision. Such as the nice saying that a
pomegranate has 613 seeds which represents the mitzvahs. Myself,
there a few periods in my life I’d like to forget so 5775 is close
enough for me.
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Coming Events
Friday Night Shabbat
Services - 6:00 PM
Saturday Morning Shabbat
Services - 9:30 AM
Shemini Atzeret & Simchat
Torah schedule on page 12

October 14th
5 Week Crash Course in
Hebrew begins - 6:00 PM
October 21st
Week 2 of Hebrew Crash
Course 6:00 PM
Israeli Dancing w/ live music
7-8 PM Bring your own
instruments
November 4th, 11th & 18th
Weeks 3, 4 and 5 of Hebrew
Crash Course 6:00 PM
November 7th
Klezmer Kabbalat Shabbat
6:00 PM
November 8th
Klezmer Concert with Steven
Greenman & Walt Mahovlich
7-8:30 PM
November 18th
Israeli Dancing w/ live music
7-8 PM

See calendars for
Candle Lighting
times
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New Years’ Greeting
We say Happy New Year on January 1st. On Rosh Hashanah we say Shana Tova, a good year,
meaning have a good year. We also say:
Shana tova umetuka - a good and sweet year.
L’shana tova tikatevu - may you be inscribed for a good year
Gmar chatimah tova - may you be sealed (in the Book of Life) for good.
Interestingly, there’s no specific word for happiness in Hebrew. The closest word, Simcha, is
translated as joy. Ashrei, as in Ashrei yoshvei veitecha also comes close and is usually translated
as happy is the one who dwells in your house. Ashrei though might just as easily be translated as
fortunate.
So Shana tova umetukah, have a good and sweet year and see you at PJC.
Cantor Henry Shapiro

Cantor's Event Programming Fund
This year we will continue our programming of events, music, and the special
additions that make holidays and festivals at PJC a true celebration. Parkway has
been getting great media coverage and a wonderful turnout for all of these activities.
In order to support these programs, and to keep the price low for everyone, I’m
starting the Cantor's Event Programming Fund. This will help us bring in special guest
artists, speakers, and others. It gives us the budget to do some long-term planning.
Please consider making a contribution or earmarking your donation for the fund.
Contact the office at 412-823-4338 or parkwayjc@verizon.net.

Adult Hebrew - 5 Week Crash Course in Hebrew
Learn to Read Hebrew in 5 Weeks! Free!
for beginners AND as a refresher course
5 Tuesdays at 6:00 PM on October 14, 21, November 4, 11 and 18.
Contact the office or Cantor Shapiro for more information
also see njop.org - National Jewish Outreach Program
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Israeli Dancing at PJC –
With dance instructor Lynn Berman and live music!!
October 21st 7-8 PM
&
November 18th, 7-8 PM

Scribe Advertisements
You may have noticed that the number of ads in the Scribe are declining.
Even though the ad rates are modest, they help support our newsletter.
You can help us boost our advertising numbers in two ways.
- Consider putting an ad in for your business or place of work.
- Ask a business that you patronize if they would consider placing an ad.
Call or email Gail in the office for rates, 412-823-4338,
parkwayjc@verizon.net
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From the President’s Desk………………………….Robert E. Korfin
As is my tradition, here are excerpts from my speech at Kol Nidre:
I’m always a little disappointed when we didn’t have a large crowd for Kol Nidre.
Now don’t get me wrong, those of you who know me, know that I’m not the most
observant Jew here at Parkway.
When Kol Nidre comes around, I would hope that all of our members would be
here. It’s just that Kol Nidre is Kol Nidre - The night of nights…
Let me give you some good news……Parkway Jewish Center is alive and well.
Cantor Shapiro has accepted a new contract that went into effect at the end of July.
When I say that we are alive and well, much of that is because of Cantor Shapiro.
He has infused this old shul with a large dose of enthusiasm, melody, and
spirituality.
His musical services like his Kabbalat Shabbat and his swing or Klezmer concerts
have been well attended. When we held our first Wine Tasting, the social hall was
filled with members and non-members alike. We even had a wonderful Shabbat
Under the Stars that was both well attended and a lot of fun. Can you imagine
such a thing, mentioning Shabbat and the word fun in the same sentence.
A couple of weeks ago we held a “Movie Night” followed by a short and sweet
Selichot Service that was again well attended. There were more people here for
Selichot than in any year in my memory. If you’ve missed any of these events, I
encourage you to join us.
We are truly an amazing congregation. I refer to us as the Parkway Family. In a
family, all is acceptable.
We call ourselves a Conservative congregation. Very Nice, But I would be willing
to bet that many of us live, dare I say a Reform life-style. Many of us don’t
maintain Kosher homes, we drive on Shabbat, we shop or conduct business on the
Shabbat. As my friend Ira says, “It is what it is.”
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We are all Jewish. That’s really the perfect word to label us. Jew-ish. Is that a
new suit? No, it’s new-ish. Is that a new dress? No, it’s new-ish. When I asked
Diane Bloomfield, “What color is your new car? She said, “It’s Blue-ish.”. So
when I’m asked are you a Jew? I say, “Yes, I’m Jew-ish.”
Here at Parkway you may be as observant as you want to be, never missing a
Shabbat, and being here for every holiday or observance. At the same time, so
many of you are Potato Latke Jew-ish, Lox and Bagel Jew-ish or Corned Beef on
Rye Jew-ish. Maybe that’s what makes us so special at Parkway.
A Jewish family shares in each other’s Simchas. And when tragedy strikes, we as
a Jewish family share in each other’s sorrow. It’s what Jewish families do; it’s
what we do here at Parkway.
Parkway Jewish Center is about 59 years old. Some of our founding members,
who are here tonight have told me over the years about our beginnings. They took
Hebrew Free Loans to buy the property, clear the land, and put up this building.
Many worked in the evenings and on weekends.
Now, I want to especially speak to the women of Parkway. You have probably
never stepped into the men’s room. Let me tell you something…..it isn’t pretty.
The fixtures are the same as when the building when up.
And the plumbing? Like the roof and the parking lot…..the cheapest. In the
Ladies Room or even in your own homes, you push the handle and the toilet
flushes. Simple. In the men’s room we had a knob on the urinal that requires one
to turn and hold for at least 30-40 seconds. That would allow enough water to flow
to make for a full flush.
I can guarantee there isn’t another shul president in America talking about flushing
on Kol Nidre.
Let me get to the point……we just spent about $3500 doing a major plumbing
upgrade. The wall had to be rebuilt and a new urinal installed. But when all is
said and done we have a brand new urinal for the men of Parkway. You can rest
your minds that after almost 60 years, the men of Parkway Jewish Center can
finally make a real gershmochta flush.
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I’ll bet when the big shuls near Murray Ave. or on Forbes or Wilkins do
improvements or upgrades most of their members don’t take notice.
It’s different here at Parkway. You were here with me when we took the old seats
that came out of a movie theater on Liberty Ave. and replaced them with the
comfortable ones you’re sitting on tonight.
You were here with me when we replaced the old fashioned casement windows
and installed the modern thermal paned windows with the Mogen David.
And you were here with me when we installed air conditioning in this sanctuary
and social hall for the very first time.
A week or so ago, Duquesne Light was doing work at the top of our driveway.
Their trucks broke up the black top. We have a claim into them to get it repaired.
We hope the repairs to the drive way will be picked up by Duquesne Light, but
whatever needs to be done will be done.
Our House Committee, Alan Levine, Michael Tell, Ira Mazer and Michael Jacob,
try to keep our costs down by doing as much as possible, but sometimes we have to
call in the professionals to make proper and necessary repairs. And of course it all
takes gelt, your dollars.
So I hope you will be kind and generous and make a Kol Nidre Pledge that can
help us with current expenses. If you’ve already made your pledge payment we
thank you.
Ours is a partnership - We’re here for you; you be here for us…
These High Holy Days, especially Rosh Hashanah, which literally means “Head of
the Year,” and as its name indicates, it’s the beginning of the Jewish year. The
anniversary of the creation of Adam and Eve, and it’s the birthday of mankind,
highlighting the special relationship between God and humanity.
Finally, Rosh Hashanah is a time when families and our synagogue come together.
At home we eat apples and honey and other traditional foods at the holiday meal.
And in shul, we gather to hear the enchanting sound of the shofar as we rededicate
ourselves to Avinu Malkeinu, Our Father, Our King.
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Parkway Jewish Center is committed to offering a comfortable place to daven,
share wonderful experiences, study our ancient tradition, and teach young and old
the joy of Yiddishkeit.
To our guests here over these High Holy Days; those looking for a place to pray
are welcome to join our warm and Haimashe Parkway Family. We would love to
have you affiliate with us.
May God grant us a year of peace, safety, and security here in Pittsburgh— in
Israel and throughout the world — allow me the opportunity to wish you and your
family a sweet new year. May you and your family be inscribed in the Book of
Life for goodness, kindness, health & prosperity. And then we’ll talk again.

President Bob Korfin says Thank You:
Thank you to Gail Levine for coming in early when needed and staying late.
You do so many things, and I tend to get the credit. So please accept my
thanks and the thanks of all of our members.
Thanks to Diane Bloomfield, Edy Dickman, Betty Ann and Ron Secorie,
Debi and Charlie Drummond for coming up to the shul, pulling weeds and
planting flowers.
Thank you to Allan Goppman for stepping up and reading the Haftorah
each and every Shabbas; and for reading Torah when Cantor Shapiro is
away.
And thanks to Hal Lederman for Chairing the Ritual Committee, Ushering
over the holidays and serving as our Gabbai over the Shabbat.
Thank you to Diane Bloomfield and Leslie Rubin for the magic they do each
Shabbat. The food you put out for the Friday evening Oneg and Saturday
luncheon is nothing short of delicious, plentiful and appetizing.
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Emailing is a nice way to get information out, but people especially love
receiving The Scribe. Harold Bloomfield does a terrific job in preparing and
editing our newsletter. Alan Levine then converts the file into a format that
can be emailed. We hope you enjoy receiving The Scribe over the internet.
Those who don’t use a computer are still receiving the newsletter via the
mail.
To Linda Tashbook, who created our fantastic web site and continues to
upgrade it almost weekly, we say Yasher Koach and thank you.
In September, Charlie Rubin left us for a year of teaching at Princeton
University. But for the months and years before then he helped us by
leading services and simple doing whatever needed to be done. We miss
you, we are delighted you were here for Yom Kippur and we hope this year
will end quickly so you will be back with us.
I don’t know about you, but I’ve never heard anyone blow Shofar like Sam
Rubin. Thank you for awaking us with each Shofar blast. When you do
your Tekiah Ha Gadol, we are all holding our breath with you.
As always, I want to thank Laurie Barnett Levine and her PJC Sisterhood
for their show of support through their contribution. The Sisterhood
presented us with $4000 several months ago, when you support our
Sisterhood, it comes back to help all us and we thank you.
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Kiddush & Oneg Shabbat
Sponsors

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES

24 Lois and Ron Goldberg

PJC Sisterhood
Amy Mayer
Diane Bloomfield
Ruth Daniels
Gail Levine
Barbara Welner
Michele Caplan

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
2 Grouch Marx
3 Vera Greenberg
Randi Moldovan Quinn
7 Gail Brown
8 Alan Levine
13 Bryan Cain
Paul Simon
Lenny Bruce
16 Sara Levine
17 Arthur Miller
Jerry Siegle
20 Art Buchwald
Herschel Bernardi
21 Benjamin Netanyahu
Richard Dreyfuss
Henry Winkler
Fanny Brice
31 Ira Mazer

Kiddush Oneg Sponsorships
Sisterhood invites you to celebrate
birthdays, anniversaries and other
Simchas by sponsoring an Oneg Shabbat
or Saturday Morning Kiddush. You can
also sponsor in memory of a loved one’s
Yahrzeit. For more information, call
Diane Bloomfield at 412-373-9240 or
Leslie Rubin at 412-371-8437

Donation Contacts:
Donations to the Marilyn Markowitz/Phyllis
Stein Memorial Library Fund can be made
by calling the shul office.

Mazel Tov:
To Gerri Moldovan on the marriage of
her daughter, Randi
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October Yahrzeits
Week of September 26, 2014 - 2 Tishrei
Fred A. Goldberg, Louis Lipsitz, Samuel Temeles, Harold Weinberger, Rudolph Peritz, Rev.
Israel Horowitz, Eli Klein, Barney Moldovan, Abraham Zlatkin, Sarah Welner
Week of October 3, 2014 - 9 Tishrei
Perla Kinast, Gertrude Tell, Abraham Goodman, Elaine Goldberg, Albert Hyman, Ruth Gumerman,
Ada Klein, Evelyn Rosenthal, Ruth Barnett
Week of October 10, 2014 - 16 Tishrei
Rose Chosky, Sylvia Morris, Alfred L. Reel, Blanch S. Sachs, M. Bernard Moskovitz, Selma
Luterman, Jeff Caplan, Rose Rose, Max Joseph Birkenfeld, Jeri Miller, Jerome Harold
Birkenfeld, Betty Ann Hackman, Charles Herman, Abraham Lubell, Ruth Pollack, Clara
Weintraub, Meyer Bernstein, Dora Loundy, Hyman Loundy, Abraham Loundy, Ruth
Hiller, Esther Moidel, Rose A. Schwartz
Week of October 17, 2014 - 23 Tishrei
Jenny Kroll, Carol Caplan, Alfred L. Silberman, Diana Lieberman, Sam Schiff, Joseph J.
Goldstein, Lois Millen, Lee Gluckman, Abraham Glick, Simon Klein
Week of October 24, 2014 - 30 Tishrei
Irwin T. Zimmerman, Samuel Lederman, Sandra Welner, Flora Young, Esther Steinberg
Katz, Edith Pavloff Smith, Teresa Schwartz
Week of October 31, 2014 - 7 Cheshvan
Sol Feinberg, Marks Newman, Herman Simon, Arthur Krause, Reva Kushner, Harry Morris, Philip
Reuben Caplan, Lazaras Edelstein, Clara Silverman, Yisrael Rubin, Lily Rosenberg, Arnold
Landay, Isidor Pober, Maurice Sandler, Morris Tatar
If the name is printed in Bold, a Yahrzeit Plaque will be illuminated in the Sanctuary during the
Yahrzeit week. If you would like to place a Yahrzeit Plaque in the Sanctuary, please call the
Synagogue Office at 412-823-4338 between 9 am and 1 pm daily.

Condolences To:

Charlie Drummond, on the passing of his Brother, Frederick Drummond
Faye Fischman, on the passing of her Son, Ronald Fischman
Shirley Schwartz, on the passing of her Nephew, Ronald Fischman
Diane Bloomfield, on the passing of her Uncle, Seymout Greenburg
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Hold the Date(s) for November Klezmer!
Special Guest Artists - Steven Greenman & Walt Mahovlich
Friday, Nov. 7th, 6-7PM, Kabbalat Shabbat
Saturday Nov. 8th, Klezmer Concert, 7-8:30 PM, $10 in advance, $15 at
the door.
Steven Greenman grew up at PJC and had his bar mitzvah here.
He is now a world-renown violinist living in Cleveland. Join us for
this exciting weekend program of Klezmer and Eastern European
music. Btw, we say a hearty mazel-tov to Steven and Tamar on
their new baby Gabriel Isaac Greenman (Gavriel Yitzkhak ben
Shlomo Menachem).

Walt Mahovlich
stevengreenman.com

harmoniaband.com
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