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From Our Spiritual Leader 

Cantor Henry Shapiro 
 

Snowmeggedon 
 
 We’re about to enter the month of Adar, Adar One that is. As 
I’ve mentioned before, a Jewish new year is an extra month. I 
looked up my Scribe article from February 2014 when last we had a 
leap year. Wow, I had nearly forgotten what a long and deep cold 
spell we had that year. Yes, we were snowed out just a couple 
weeks ago, but now we’re seeing (and hopefully continue to see) 
more moderate temperatures. 
 One reason I went to study in Israel in 2007-8, is that I 
wanted to experience the cycle of the whole year in the land. I had 
first gone to Israel as a teen on a USY trip. Later as an adult  in 
2000 and then to Haifa in 2005. All of these had been in summer. 
All well and good but not exactly a way to get the feel of living there. 
Hot and dry was the climate during all those trips. 
 I spent most of my studying time in Jerusalem. Living in 
Jerusalem is living on the top of a mountain. Not like the nice and 
easy mountains we have in Pennsylvania or the midwest, but more 
like one of those twisty, dramatic shifts in topography you get deep 
in West Virginia. I rented a car once and driving from one spot to 
another in the Jerusalem area, going to a park or ‘forest’ that looks 
simple on the map, turned into one of those white-knuckle rides on 
a road with ridiculous twists and turns.  

Coming Events 

Friday Night Shabbat 
Services  - 6:00 PM 
Saturday Morning Shabbat 
Services - 9:30 AM 
  
February 19th & 20th 
Birthday Shabbat 
Sunday, March 13th 
Hamantashen Baking 10 AM 
RSVP 
Friday, March 25th 
Purim Service & Dinner 
6:00 PM 
March 25th & 26th 
Birthday Shabbat 
 
 

Candle Lighting 
 

February 

5 5:23 PM 

12 5:31 PM 

19 5:40 PM 

26 5:48 PM 

 
March 

4 5:55 PM 

11 6:03 PM 

18 6:11 PM 

25 6:18 PM 
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 If you recall, we pray for rain in the Amidah from after Sukkot till Passover. And indeed, 
those are the times when there is precipitation in Israel. Not the tremendous thunderstorms or the 
weeks of rain like here in Pennsylvania. The average rainfall in Israel is only around 4 inches and 
as the title of this article suggests, on the mountain we call Jerusalem, there can be snow.  
 The snow that fell in Jerusalem when I lived there was a few dustings and one snowfall that 
shut the city down. Like cities that don’t often see snow, that doesn’t take much. That storm 
consisted of about three inches of snow the consistency of a 15 minute old Slurpee. As a winter 
veteran, I’m afraid I’m not being very generous. No one there has snow or even all-weather tires 
on their cars, or Eged buses for that matter. Also, there has been more serious snow in Israel from 
time to time, February of 2015 had more than 10 inches.  
 And what of snow, שלג - sheleg, in classic Jewish texts? There seem to be a few general 
areas where it is used - as describing a color, as a  time of the year, and some dramatic usage in 
poetry. As you’d expect, rabbinic discussions revolves around it’s nature and questions of halacha, 
Jewish law. On the one hand it falls from the sky like rain and is pure. On the other hand you can 
form and make objects from it. Modern commentators are often concerned with questions of 
shoveling snow on Shabbat.  
 Having grown up on the end of the block, I myself shoveled more than most kids. We had 
three long, long, long sides all around the house. The one unexpected bonus of moving to 
Eastmont and the suburbs has been - no street sidewalk, hence no sidewalk shoveling. Hallelujah! 
 
Cantor Henry Shapiro 
 
 
 
 
OU Passover Guide 
The OU Passover Guide has been ordered and should arrive in a couple of weeks. Beside those 
products listed that are certified OU Kosher for Passover, it contains some good articles with 
information on Kashrut and Passover. The guide will be available for pickup at PJC.  
///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
Dress for Success Jazz Concert - free! 
Feb 17th, 3;15 - 4PM 
Weinberg Terrace 
 
  - with Cantor Henry Shapiro 
  Lou Schreiber, clarinet 
    Dr. Nelson Harrison, trombone  
 
open to all 
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From the President’s Desk………………………….Robert E. Korfin 
 
Last Wednesday, two young Border Policewomen outside the Damascus Gate 
were able to stop three terrorists who had concealed machine guns and other 
weaponry.  Both policewomen were attacked, and the three terrorists were then 
quickly shot dead by other Border Police on the scene. 
  
One of those who had been attacked, Hadar Cohen, was in critical condition.  But 
sadly, the doctors were not able to save her life.  She was 19 years old and had 
been on the job only two months.  
   
Israeli policewoman Hadar has been hailed as a hero.  What quickly became 
clear is that the three terrorists, loaded as they were with weaponry, intended 
something big.  She gave her life during the process of stopping them from a 
large scale massacre.  
  
Ravit Mirilashvili, age 20 – Hadar’s heroic companion in this action, is recovering 
from her wounds.  Hadar’s funeral was last Thursday.  Her father, Ofir, at her 
graveside, saluted her, and said:  "My beloved Hadar, my dear daughter...who 
was more beloved to me than anything. How am I supposed to separate from 
you now, how?...I am proud of you...may your soul be entwined in life." 
 
Do you have a Jewish TV? One-third of the smart TV’s sold in the world today 
contain an essential piece of technology made by Tel Aviv start-up Giraffic.  As of 
this year, both Samsung and LG are using Giraffic’s Adaptive Video Acceleration 
(AVA) technology to ensure flawless playback of streaming content on their 
Internet-connected televisions. 
 
We are well into February and we’ve only had to cancel Shabbat Services one 
time due to the weather.  Let’s face it…it’s been a mild winter (so far).  Other than 
that, we’ve continued to have a minyan at each Friday and Saturday service.  
And we’re still waiting to see you. 
 
Many thanks to Tammy Blumenfeld for planning our next Shabbat Dinner.  It’s 
during Purim and set for March 25th.  See the flyer on page 13 for the details. 
And in 2 weeks, pitchers and catchers report for Spring Training.  Baseball will be 
back and that means we are closer to Spring.  While you’re up…get me a hot 
dog with stadium mustard….and then we’ll talk again. 
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Kiddush & Oneg Shabbat 
Sponsors 
 
PJC sisterhood 
Hal Lederman 
Linda Tashbook 
Cantor Shapiro 
 
Kiddush Oneg Sponsorships 
Sisterhood invites you to celebrate 
birthdays, anniversaries and other 
Simchas by sponsoring an Oneg 
Shabbat or Saturday Morning 
Kiddush. You can also sponsor in 
memory of a loved one’s Yahrzeit. 
For more information, call Diane 
Bloomfield at 412-373-9240 or 
Leslie Rubin at 412-371-8437 
 

 
Donation Contacts: 
Donations to the Marilyn 
Markowitz/Phyllis Stein Memorial 
Library Fund can be made by 
calling the shul office. 
 
   
 
 
  
 

  
 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 

3 Michael Tell 
4 Becky Levine 

Al Jolson 
5 Phyllis Seadler 
8 Annette Felser 

9 Rosalyn Markovitz  
Cantor Henry Shapiro 

Carole King 
  Sam Moldovan 

Charlie Drummond 
12 Ehud Barak 

13 Jerry Springer 
14 Jack Benny 

Michael Bloomberg 
Carl Bernstein 

15 Charles Davis 
   21 Micki Kessler 

Allan Schwartz 
22  Craig Lederman 

23 Alan Forman 
   Lois Forman 
24 Lila Cooper 

    Shirley Goppman 
     Joseph Lieberman 

25 Zeppo Marx 
Sally Jessy Raphael 

26 Elyse Secorie Kilimnik 
Levi Strauss 

27 David Heyman 
Ariel Sharon 

Elizabeth Taylor 
 28 Myrna Korfin 

Sylvia Caplan 
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February Yahrzeits 
 

Week of January 29, 2016 - 19 Shevat 
 Isaac Seidenstein, Briney Levine & Family, Mordacai Schwartz, Lawrence Catz, Charles 
Sable, Albert Rosenthal, Joseph Lotz, Leonard Pepper, Jean Wilner, Sylvia Goldberg 
Scheiner, Jacob Goldstein, Ethel Kessler, Harry Cohen, Isadore Goldberg 
  
Week of February 5, 2016 - 26 Shevat 
Mary Goldberg, Lina Ehrlich, Ruth Brill Moldovan, Abe Cooper, Harry Gordon, Clara 
Goldstein, Albert Cooper, Hannah Weinberger, Fannie Valinsky, Anita Ruth Elinoff Leff, Chana 
Schwartz, Louis Klein, Benjamin Hackman, Bessie Herer, Sidney Leonard, Harry Yudelowitz, Ruth 
Katz 
  
Week of February 12, 2016 - 3 Adar I 
Louis Lenchner, Ruth Zinman, Sadie Weisman, Doris Shapiro, Ida Moidel, Tillie Feinberg, Bessie 
Lotz, Jerome N. Schiff, Benjamin Gluckman, Sima Goodman, Harry Green, Debbie Lucker,,Susan 
Gelber 
  
Week of February 19, 2016 - 10 Adar I 
 Mollye Farber, Harley Rosenberg, Florence Stock, Doris Lynn Gordon, Louis H. Mazer, Sarah S. 
Greenfield, Fannie Pepper, Hilda Finkel,  Zelda Kaplitz, Bill Lucker, 
Samuel Herer, Jack Brown, Jacqueline Marcus 
  
Week of February 26, 2016 - 17 Adar I 
Dr. Alexander A. Eisner, Gary Paul Zilber, Edith Schaer, Walter Gottlieb, Ezekiel Moses 
Cohen, Max G. Maysels, Faye Sigal Kotys, Paul Meyer, Rabbi Jacob Kraft, Moses Silverstein, 
Paul Reifman, Morris Belkin, Lillian Fischman, Betty Rubin, Mollie Zimmerman 
 
“If the name is printed in Bold, a Yahrzeit Plaque will be illuminated in the Sanctuary during the Yahrzeit 
week.  If you would like to place a Yahrzeit Plaque in the Sanctuary, please call the Synagogue Office at 412-
823-4338 between 9 am and 1 pm daily. 
 

 
 Condolences to:  
 Allan Schwartz, on the passing of his Aunt, Doris Krause     
    (Mother to Allison Krause, a Kent State student protestor killed May 4, 1970)                                                                                                                                                  
 Sandy Goppman on the passing of his Father, Allan Goppman 
 Murray Goppman on the passing of his Father, Allan Goppman 
 Ruth Daniels, on the passing of her friend, Allan Goppman 
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Israeli Hummus* 
 
I had some hummus at a Hannukah party that reminded my taste-buds of 
Israel. After getting the recipe and some experimenting, I am now making 
this extremely delicious and simple dish.  
 
1 can Chick peas or Garbanzo beans.  
 or better yet, soak your own overnight from dried, 3/4 cup  
 
Tahini  
   
1 lemon 
 
1-2 garlic cloves, minced 
 
salt to taste 
 
In blender or food processor, blend lemon and tahini.  
Drain and wash Chick peas. Put half in and blend, scraping sides as you go 
on. Add 2nd half with garlic and about 1 teaspoon of salt. You probably 
need to add a little water because it can clump up a lot, but if you add too 
much it gets a little thin and soupy. 
 
That’s it. As simple as it is, it tastes very fresh. Due to the lemon I believe. I 
like more lemon and garlic though be warned, the garlic will get stronger 
when it sits overnight. 
 
Some recipes I tried added cumin and olive oil. They were good but tasted 
smoother and a little more ‘commercial’. The plain one had more ‘zing’ from 
garlic and lemon by itself. 
 
*Recipe courtesy of Cantor Henry Shapiro 
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Smoky Fire-Alarm Baba Ganoush* 
 
What’s even better than home-made hummus? Home-made baba ganoush with that 
smoky flavor. It’s the taste that you can only find in a few restaurants, never from a 
store. Some recipes used smoked paprika but I found torturing the eggplant over a 
flame will accomplish that better.  
 
1 medium or large eggplant 
 
2 very generous tablespoons of tahini 
 
1 lemon, juice thereof 
 
1 clove minced garlic 
 
salt to taste. 
 
Do you detect a pattern here? These are the same ingredients as the hummus above 
with the eggplant replacing chick peas. Because the eggplant has more moisture, it’s 
easier to mix. 
 
Most recipes recommend a 400 degree oven for a 1/2 hour but I liked cooking it more. 
15 minutes at 450 degrees and then 1/2 hour at 400. Cut the eggplant in half and lay 
open side down on a cookie sheet or aluminum foil. I spray the surface with olive oil but 
not the the eggplant skin. After the time in the oven, I sit the skin side directly on an 
open gas flame for a minute or so till it burns a little and then move it to the next spot. 
Put more aluminum foil under the burner grill so there’s no clean up. You needn’t do 
every inch of the eggplant, just enough to get that good smoky smell and flavor on the 
eggplant. 
 
Then I cool it and afterwards drain a little of the liquid. Scrape the flesh from the skin 
and chop it medium fine, no need to blend. Add rest of ingredients and shmoosh with a 
fork. Voila, you’re ready to spread it over your pita or dip it.  
 
*Recipe courtesy of Cantor Henry Shapiro 
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LIBRARY NEWS  
“Picking five favorite books is like picking the five body parts you'd 
most like not to lose." Neil Gaiman 
 
                “Outside of a dog; a book is a man’s best friend.  Inside of a 
dog, it’s too dark to read.”  Groucho Marx 
 
“I’d be happy if I could think that the role of the 
library was sustained and even enhanced in the 
age of the computer.”  Bill Gates 
 
        “I love the place; the magnificent books; I require books as I 
require air.”   Sholem Asch 
 
         “ A truly great library contains something in it to offend 
everyone.”   Jo Godwin 
 
Please visit your library soon and discover the books that your donations 
have enabled me to purchase.     
 
See you in the library,   Betty Ann 
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Good and Cheap - Eat Well on $4/Day - Leanne Brown 
 
While looking up a recipe online, I came across this book. Written by a NYC nutritionist 
who works with people on food stamps, she wanted to make good, nutritious and 
affordable food available to those on a limited budget. With simple but very good 
recipes, it also is a guild to basics of cooking and buying kitchen tools. Her hummus is 
nearly the same as mine with many more variations. Her book and recipes look just as 
appealing as any cookbook you’ll find with price per recipe and per serving information.  
 
You can download the cookbook for free, or purchase a hard copy. If you buy a hard 
copy, another copy will be donated to a non-profit to distribute to those in need. 
Information at: 
 
http://www.leannebrown.com 
 
Also: 
www.facebook.com/eatgoodandcheap 
 
*************************************************************************************************** 
 
 
Hebrew Free Loan Association 
 
The Hebrew Free Loan Association, HFLA, has been been a Pittsburgh organization 
since 1886, one of the oldest in the country. Loans are often made for emergencies, 
such as car repairs or for a new furnace. I was told PJC borrowed from them for some 
material costs for our first building. One of the requirements for a loan is a co-signer or 
guarantor. This can be sometimes difficult or awkward to obtain. The GPRA (Greater 
Pgh Rabbinic Assoc.) is setting up a fund with the HFLA to allow members to borrow 
without a co-signer. Each synagogue contributes to the fund and their congregants, if 
need be, can borrow under those conditions.  
 
If you would like to contribute to PJC’s share of the fund, please send donations to the 
office earmarked HFLA.  
 
An article about the fund was just published in the Jewish Chronicle -  
http://thejewishchronicle.net/view/full_story/27061411/article-HFLA-partners-with-rabbis-
to-make-loans-more-accessible?instance=this_just_in 
 
Anyone of course can still borrow under the regular HFLA rules.  
 

http://www.leannebrown.com/
http://thejewishchronicle.net/view/full_story/27061411/article-HFLA-partners-with-rabbis-to-make-loans-more-accessible?instance=this_just_in
http://thejewishchronicle.net/view/full_story/27061411/article-HFLA-partners-with-rabbis-to-make-loans-more-accessible?instance=this_just_in
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Tu Bishvat 
 
 As often happens this time of year, our Friday evening lecture was snowed out. 
We will ask Ben Shapiro back to speak during a sunnier and warmer time of the year, 
 One of the nice things about the Tu Bishvat holiday and it’s theme of trees, are 
the many lovely poems, writings, and music one can draw on for inspiration. We all know 
the opening lines of the following poem, but I never knew the rest of it till now. Enjoy. - 
CHS 
 
Trees 
BY JOYCE KILMER 
 
I think that I shall never see  
A poem lovely as a tree.  
 
A tree whose hungry mouth is prest  
Against the earth’s sweet flowing breast;  
 
A tree that looks at God all day,  
And lifts her leafy arms to pray;  
 
A tree that may in Summer wear  
A nest of robins in her hair;  
 
Upon whose bosom snow has lain;  
Who intimately lives with rain.  
 
Poems are made by fools like me,  
But only God can make a tree 
 

 
 
  

http://www.poetryfoundation.org/bio/joyce-kilmer
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CENTRAL SCHOLARSHIP AND LOAN REFERRAL SERVICE 
of the Jewish Federation of Greater Pittsburgh 

Administered by: 
Jewish Family & Children’s Service 

5743 Bartlett Street · Pittsburgh, PA 15217· (412)422-5627 · Fax (412)428-8200  
 
 
February 2016 
  
 FINAL REMINDER 
 
 
Attention:  Financial Aid Offices, Guidance Counselors, Synagogues and Youth 
Organizations 
 
The deadline for Central Scholarship and Loan Referral Service (CSLRS) applications 
has been extended to February 18, 2016.  CSLRS is a non-profit scholarship agency 
providing grants to local students.  Scholarships are distributed on the basis of 
demonstrated financial need. In addition, the applicant must be Jewish, be a resident 
of Allegheny, Westmoreland, Beaver, Butler or Washington County for at least two 
years, and need financial assistance to attend an accredited institution of higher 
education as either an undergraduate or graduate student.   
 
We would appreciate your help in making students aware of the availability of these 
funds. We sent information to you in December and January. Please inform any 
interested students that the deadline for applications is February 18, 2016; no 
exceptions.   Please also inform interested students that all first-time applicants must 
be interviewed by CSLRS staff. 
 
Applications are available at http://www.centralscholarship.org . If you have any 
questions, please feel free to call me at (412) 422-5627 or e-mail me at 
alowenberger@jfcspgh.org. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Alayne Lowenberger, Director 
Central Scholarship and Loan Referral Service 

http://www.centralscholarship.org/
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MARCH 25,2016 
Purim Dinner 

After services 7:00 P.M. 
 

Following Friday night services (6:00P.M.)  Dinner will be served in 
the social hall.  Please RSVP by March 15, and come and enjoy!  

 

 

 Purim Dinner 
March 25th 

 

Great food A little 
song and a little 

shtick 
 

Hamantashen 
 

$10/Person RSVP 
412- 

 

Call:412-823-4338 
ww 

 
 
 
 

Parkway Jewish Center 
300 Princeton Dr. 

Pittsburgh, PA 15235 

www.parkwayjewishcenter.org 

Friday 
March 25, 2016 
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Parkway Jewish Center                                                                                                                                                     
300 Princeton Drive 
Pittsburgh, PA 15235 
 

DATED MATERIAL 
PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 
 

Or Current Resident 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congregation Sha’ar HaShamayim 412-823-4338 www.parkwayjewishcenter.org 

Cantor Henry Shapiro, Spiritual Leader (henryshap@aol.com or henry@henryshapiro.com) 

Officers 
President Bob Korfin 

 
 Board Members 
               Marvin Heyman                                     Mike Jacob 
              Ira Mazer Harold Bloomfield 
              Donna Wolfson 
Committee Chair Persons 

House Chair Alan Levine 
Ritual Chair Hal Lederman 
Cemetery Chair Arnie Levine & Syma Levine 

Office Administrator Gail Levine 

Sisterhood Officers 
President Laurie Barnett Levine 
Vice Presidents 

Membership  Susan Mazer 
Program  Vera Greenberg 
Fundraising Vacant 
Catering Leslie Rubin & Diane Bloomfield 

Corresponding Secretary Vacant 
Financial Secretary Amy Mayer 
Treasurer Lynda Heyman 
Auditor Lynda Heyman 
 

Scribe Staff 
Editor Harold Bloomfield 
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