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From Our Spiritual Leader 

Cantor Henry Shapiro 
 

 

Sof Sof 
 
 I recently signed off an email to friend with a tag-line 
using the Hebrew phrase, sof sof, which means finally. Now 
this is not the opening of an essay referring to some story or 
current event that has concluded. No, it’s because I’m 
reminded of some particulars of the Hebrew language that 
crops up now and then. 
 Sof means end, and may be used in a phrase as it is in 
English. So the phrase ‘sof ha shavuah’, translates literally as 
‘the end of the week’ and in Israel  means exactly what you’d 
think, the weekend. Not surprising, because it uses the same 
kind of mechanism with which we compile English words and 
phrases for new or popular concepts. After a while, we hardly 
think of the word weekend as coming from of two words, just 
as a descriptor of a time for certain activities.  
 Every language has its differences and peculiarities and 
every now and then we bump up against those. Such as when 
I look at the manual for a piece of electronic gear and see the 
instructions in many language versions. I always marvel how 
long the Spanish page translation is. In English, it’s always fun 
to hear some British label for some common object. Like their 
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automobile word, bonnet, instead of our American term, hood (of the car). Then I’m 
reminded of the famous quote about England and America, ‘Two peoples divided by a 
common language’. 
 But back to Hebrew. As I might have mentioned, Hebrew was reconstructed as a 
modern language about a 100 years ago. You would think that being as old as it is, Hebrew 
would be rich with many words. I spoke with my Israeli musician friend Yonatan Reifen 
once about his learning English in the Israeli school system. He started with just that 
expectation, that English being newer would have fewer words and thus be easier to learn. 
He was shocked at how many words there were. By some accounts there are today more 
than one million words in English. 
 By contrast, historic Hebrew was more a language fragment having something like 
4,000 root words from various text sources. Hardly enough for modern life. So by 
deliberation, calculation, hefty borrowing and happenstance, Modern Israeli Hebrew, MIH, 
has also grown to a large vocabulary. My original inspirational phrase, sof sof, actually has 
an earlier usage - see the Haaretz article:   
 
  www.haaretz.com/jewish/features/.premium-1.567582 
 
  It’s current meaning I believe comes from a certain characteristic of the language. 
That one way to emphasize something in Hebrew is to double the words. Reduplication is 
the linguistic term for this method. This is commonly used in Biblical Hebrew by using the 
command form of a verb followed by a regular form. For example, when Gd told man not to 
eat from the Tree of Knowledge he commanded, mot tamut. Two forms of the same verb 
‘to die’ with the translation of this phrase meaning something like, you will surely die. 
 A way of showing something as the greatest, best, or most extreme example of its 
class is also by doubling - Shir haShirim, Song of Songs or Melekh haMlakhim, King of 
Kings.  
 So it’s entirely consistent to take a simple word like end (sof).  
Double it (sof sof) to mean end of the end. And use that as the phrase to mean finally.  
 
Ha sof, 
 
Cantor Henry Shapiro

http://www.haaretz.com/jewish/features/.premium-1.567582
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The Monroeville City Council 
and the Monroeville Interfaith Ministirium - MIM 
 
You may have heard something in the news about the Monroeville City 
Council and prayer and MIM. Up until now, the council has been opening 
their meetings by asking a (non-MIM) minister to say a few words and it 
they have always recited the Lord’s Prayer. This has been discussed at 
MIM meetings concluding with a statement by MIM and some back and 
forth talks with the council. As a representative from PJC, I have been at 
MIM meetings and participated in some of our discussions. We are a 
member of MIM but in a few instances I wasn’t included as a signatory. 
Below are a few articles online: 
 
http://www.mimcares.org/2015/12/mim-responds-to-monroeville-council-
prayer-controversy/ 
 
http://triblive.com/news/allegheny/9656930-74/prayer-council-
ministerium#axzz3vj3xr4J3 
 
http://www.post-gazette.com/news/politics-local/2015/12/11/ACLU-asks-
Monroeville-mayor-council-to-stop-saying-prayer-at-
meetings/stories/201512110103 
 
https://www.facebook.com/Monroeville-Government-Watch-
215053508619162/timeline?ref=page_internal

http://www.mimcares.org/2015/12/mim-responds-to-monroeville-council-prayer-controversy/
http://www.mimcares.org/2015/12/mim-responds-to-monroeville-council-prayer-controversy/
http://triblive.com/news/allegheny/9656930-74/prayer-council-ministerium#axzz3vj3xr4J3
http://triblive.com/news/allegheny/9656930-74/prayer-council-ministerium#axzz3vj3xr4J3
http://www.post-gazette.com/news/politics-local/2015/12/11/ACLU-asks-Monroeville-mayor-council-to-stop-saying-prayer-at-meetings/stories/201512110103
http://www.post-gazette.com/news/politics-local/2015/12/11/ACLU-asks-Monroeville-mayor-council-to-stop-saying-prayer-at-meetings/stories/201512110103
http://www.post-gazette.com/news/politics-local/2015/12/11/ACLU-asks-Monroeville-mayor-council-to-stop-saying-prayer-at-meetings/stories/201512110103
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From the President’s Desk………………………….Robert E. Korfin 
 
I have a hard time imagining the frightening leap taken by my grandparents 
when they left a dismal Eastern Europe for America. Persecution and grim 
economic prospects made leaving the right choice, but that wouldn’t make 
their landing any easier. Brooklyn captures the fear, homesickness, and 
loneliness of immigration. I can only hope that my relatives also found 
some kind faces on the other side. 
 
Zionism and immigration were the two great Jewish success stories of the 
20th century, each coursing around the Holocaust. If Ellis Island moves me 
more than the Kotel, it is because immigration is my family’s story. Our 
parents, our kids, and we enjoyed the sacrifices made by at least eight 
beleaguered souls who traded one life for another. Honestly, I can’t say 
whether they were “economic migrants” or refugees, but I know what their 
fate most likely would have been had they decided to stay. 
 
Maybe there is something to all these objections. We all want solid policies 
and fool-proof procedures that protect us from those who will do us harm. 
But it seems we become a much lesser people, and a much weaker 
country, when we surrender to the idea that we can’t afford to open our 
doors to those in need. We seem to be suffering from astounding amnesia 
when we say that the lives we’ll definitely save aren’t worth the risks of 
what could go wrong. We forget the hostility of those who feared our 
grandparents and their foreign ideas.  
 
We forget what it once meant to be American, and we forget what it means 
to be Jews.  
 
Happily, most Jewish organizations haven’t forgotten. HIAS, which helped 
our grandparents resettle here, wants to help Syrian refugees “start new 
lives in safety and freedom, as so many others have before them.”  
 
In our legitimate fear of terrorism, too many of us have forgotten that the 
American idea is not only strong, but highly contagious.  As we begin 2016, 
may we all be healthy, happy and safe.  Then we’ll talk again. 
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Kiddush & Oneg Shabbat 
Sponsors 
 
PJC Sisterhood 
Bob Caplan 
Bruce and Susie Feldman 
 
Kiddush Oneg Sponsorships 
Sisterhood invites you to celebrate 
birthdays, anniversaries and other 
Simchas by sponsoring an Oneg 
Shabbat or Saturday Morning 
Kiddush. You can also sponsor in 
memory of a loved one’s Yahrzeit. 
For more information, call Diane 
Bloomfield at 412-373-9240 or 
Leslie Rubin at 412-371-8437 
 

Donation Contacts: 
Donations to the Marilyn 
Markowitz/Phyllis Stein Memorial 
Library Fund can be made by 
calling the shul office. 
 
Mazel Tov to: 
 
Tammy and Neil Blumenfeld, on the 
birth of their Grandson, Eshed 
 
Diane and Harold Bloomfield, on the 
engagement of their Daughter 
Michelle to Avram Siegel 
 
Gail and Ron Brown, on the birth of 
their Granddaughter, Aubry 
 
Michele Caplan, on the marriage of 
her Daughter Heather to Paul Ewing 
Heather is the niece of Bob Caplan 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
 

2 Betty and Bernie Bernstein 
26 Susan and Bruce Feldman 

 
JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 
2 Isaac Asimov 
Michele Caplan 
3 Victor Borge  

5 Hal Lederman 
 Gina Goppman 
8 Soupy Sales 

11 Jamie Mayer 
12 Howard Stern 
13 Harold Felser 

Bob Korfin 
14 Heni Strauss 
15 Edward Teller 
18 Danny Kaye 

20 George Burns 
24 Neil Diamond 

25 Deborah Moidel 
26 Sylvia Caplan 
Susan Feldman 
Paul Newman 

31 Norman Mailer 
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January Yahrzeits 
 

Week of December 25, 2015 - 13 Tevet 
Harvey Rosenzweig, Morris Weinberger, Joseph Kline, Phillip Solomon, Ernie Friedman, 
Herschel Merenstein, Rebecca Robbins, Ronald Klein, Helen Schonberg, Mollie Fox 
Goldberg, Harvey Lipsitz, Louis Kessler, Leah Z. Kraft 
  
Week of January 1, 2016 - 20 Tevet 
Sylvia Freedel, Kate Rosen Sable, Morton Fineman, Isidore Kaye, Arthur Sternberger, Sherry 
Nancy Brown, Clara Kooper, Estheretta Shore, Alan Harris Kraska, Rose Podolsky, Jennie 
Perelstine, Tillie Levenson 
  
Week of January 8, 2016 - 27 Tevet 
 Irving Forman, Ilene G. Mattock, Irwin S. Chosky, Marcel Fakiro, Max Ehrlich, Sidney 
Green, Marion Sternberger, Mamie Clyde Kaye, Irwin S. Erenstein, Betty Wolfson, Joseph 
Direnfeld, Lisa Schenk, Hazel Handwerk 
  
Week of January 15, 2016 - 5 Shevat 
 Eva Jacob, Elias Gordon, Harry Zimmerman, Belle Weiner, Leonore Menzer, Benjamin 
Rebb, Anna Winkler, Harry Edelstein, Rebecca Belkin, Nettie Berlin, Annie Kline, Charles 
Laine, Pauline Kroll, Samuel Rubin 
  
Week of January 22, 2016 - 12 Shevat 
William Chosky, Rosalyn Harris,Robert Zlatkin, Raymond Carp, Simon Kaplitz, Lena 
Goetz, George Schwarcz, Nathan Zubin, Anna Yudelowitz 
  
Week of January 29, 2016 - 19 Shevat 
 Isaac Seidenstein, Briney Levine & Family, Mordacai Schwartz, Lawrence Catz, Charles 
Sable, Albert Rosenthal, Joseph Lotz, Leonard Pepper, Jean Wilner, Sylvia Goldberg 
Scheiner, Jacob Goldstein, Ethel Kessler, Harry Cohen, 
Isadore Goldberg 
 

                  
                  

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
  
  
Refuah Schleimah A Speedy Recovery to ...        Allan Goppman  
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Friday, February 5th, 6-7pm * 
Original Music Shabbat @ PJC 
Friday night like you've never heard 
 
 

 
  
 
Elegant compositions for the Friday evening service 
 
 
Reprising his program from last year, Cantor Henry Shapiro is 
again presenting his own Friday evening musical Shabbat 
service filled with original compositions. It will be a blend of 
Klezmer, traditional nusach, and his own musical sensibilities. 
Sounding as old as the hills of Judea and as fresh as today, come 
for this unique, thoughtful and beautiful Shabbat. Joining him will 
be clarinetist Roy Mezare. 
 
 
*Given the uncertainty of winter weather, in case a program is cancelled, it will be 
held the following Shabbat if possible. 
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 Time Scanners - Jerusalem 
 
Discover the hidden keys to the construction of Jerusalem’s engineering creations. 
 
PBS Online 
http://www.pbs.org/video/2365615457/ 
 

Explore Jerusalem’s building legacy, from the walls of Temple Mount to the man-
made mountain of Herodium. Experts use 21st-century technology to analyze 
constructions and solve centuries-old mysteries behind their creation. 
 

PBS has a series on architecture in the ancient world. From the Pyramids of Egypt to 
the Colosseum of Rome and many other structures, the show examines the buildings 
with the latest technology. Using ultra precise lasers to scan inside and out, the team 
has an interesting take on these classic structures. The Jerusalem episode examines 
the Temple in Jerusalem and the ‘mountain’ fortress of King Herod. 
********************************************************** 
 
Tu BiShvat Lecture - January 22nd, 7:15 PM * 
 
Sustainable Gardening and Landscaping - Ben Shapiro 
 
In keeping with the modern idea of tying in the holiday of Tu Bishvat with 
ecology, we will have a free lecture proceeding the holiday and following 
Friday evening services.  
 
Teacher, community activist, gardener and chef, Ben Shapiro will speak on 
sustainability and the ecology of the PA/OH region. Details to follow. Any 
relation to Cantor Shapiro is purely coincidental.  
 

http://www.pbs.org/video/2365615457/
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At our annual Chanukah dinner, the following members 
and nonmembers names were drawn for the Chai Club 
drawing: 
 
Leonard Feinberg - Winner of the $100 Israel Mazel Tov 
bond 
 
Winners of the $18 Sisterhood gift certificate: 
 
Diane Bloomfield, Debbie Drummond, Denise Lederman 
& Syma Levine 
 
There will be one more drawing in the spring so you can 
still send in your donation to be entered in this drawing. 
 My address is: 
 
324 Frazier Drive 
Pittsburgh, PA   15235 
 
Sisterhood appreciates your participation in our 
fundraiser. 
 
Joanie Jacob 
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LIBRARY NEWS 
Immigration issues have been debated for decades in the United States 
and while it may be a newer concept to some Americans on how immigrants have affected our 
society on daily matters.  Immigration and its effect on the Jewish persona has presented itself in 
all aspects of Jewish life....arts, literature, science and business....for generations. 
        Who doesn't remember stories told by your parents or grandparents of their life in Poland, 
Russia, Hungary or other Eastern European countries.  Stories that I have related to my daughter 
so the collective memory of a place that we never lived will continue to be family history of why 
relatives departed their homeland.    
   Two writers----Helene Wecker and Anita Diamant---have penned two varied versions of 
Jewish immigration in the early 1900s.   One is a classic immigrant story and the other 
"historical fantasy" but both present matching questions.   
       In an recent interview Helene Wecker presented thoughts that have been asked since Jews 
have immigrated...."There are the common questions of how much to assimilate and what ties 
and traditions to keep.  Is adopting American culture a betrayal? You have a foot in both worlds, 
but you don't entirely belong to either." 
 
FICTION 
 
The Golem and The Jinni  by Helene Wecker    
 Overview 
Chava is a golem, a creature made of clay, brought to life by a strange man who dabbles in dark 
Kabbalistic magic. Ahmad is a jinni, a being of fire, born in the ancient Syrian Desert. Trapped 
in an old copper flask by a Bedouin wizard centuries ago, he is released accidentally by a 
tinsmith in a Lower Manhattan shop. 
 
Struggling to make their way in 1899 New York, the Golem and the Jinni try to fit in with their 
immigrant neighbors while masking their true selves. Meeting by chance, they become unlikely 
friends whose tenuous attachment challenges their opposing natures, until the night a terrifying 
incident drives them back into their separate worlds. But a powerful menace will soon bring the 
Golem and the Jinni together again, threatening their existence and forcing them to make a 
fateful choice. 
 
Marvelous and compulsively readable, The Golem and the Jinni weaves strands of folk 
mythology, historical fiction, and magical fable into a wondrously inventive and unforgettable 
tale.   (Barnes and Noble) 
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Boston Girl by Anita Diamant 
Overview 
From the New York Times bestselling author of The Red Tent and Day After Night, comes an 
unforgettable novel about family ties and values, friendship and feminism told through the eyes 
of a young Jewish woman growing up in Boston in the early twentieth century. 
 
Addie Baum is The Boston Girl, born in 1900 to immigrant parents who were unprepared for and 
suspicious of America and its effect on their three daughters. Growing up in the North End, then 
a teeming multicultural neighborhood, Addie’s intelligence and curiosity take her to a world her 
parents can’t imagine—a world of short skirts, movies, celebrity culture, and new opportunities 
for women. Addie wants to finish high school and dreams of going to college. She wants a career 
and to find true love. 
 
Written with the same attention to historical detail and emotional resonance that made Anita 
Diamant’s previous novels bestsellers, The Boston Girl is a moving portrait of one woman’s 
complicated life in twentieth century America, and a fascinating look at a generation of women 
finding their places in a changing world.   (Barnes and Noble)  
 
 
Visit the library that your donations have established at PJC!!!  As always if you have a 
suggestion for a book please call 724-864-2344 or email  basteach@yahoo.com........would  like 
to hear from you!   
 
 
   THANK YOU to all you have donated a book or money to keep our library current. 
See you in the library, 
 
 

Betty Ann 
 
 
 
 

mailto:basteach@yahoo.com
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CENTRAL SCHOLARSHIP AND LOAN REFERRAL SERVICE 
of the Jewish Federation of Greater Pittsburgh 

Administered by: 
Jewish Family & Children’s Service 

5743 Bartlett Street · Pittsburgh, PA 15217 · (412) 422-5627 · Fax (412) 428-8200 
 
 
The Central Scholarship and Loan Referral Service (CSLRS) of the Jewish Federation 
of Greater Pittsburgh provides need-based scholarships to qualified students in the 
Greater Pittsburgh area. This program is administered by Jewish Family & Children's 
Service.  These funds are made available through the generosity of families who have 
established endowments through the Jewish Federation of Greater Pittsburgh, Jewish 
Community Center, Jewish Women International of Pittsburgh (formerly B'nai B'rith 
Women), National Council of Jewish Women, Jewish Home for Babies and Children, 
The Pittsburgh Foundation, and Rodef Shalom Congregation. 
 
All scholarships are distributed on the basis of demonstrated financial need.  
Depending on the scholarship fund, factors such as academic achievement, field of 
study, school attending, and Jewish and general community involvement will also be 
considered.  In addition, the applicant must be Jewish, reside in Allegheny, 
Westmoreland, Beaver, Butler or Washington County, and need financial assistance to 
attend an accredited institution of higher education as either an undergraduate or 
graduate student.  
 
The 2016-2017 CSLRS on-line application is available at 
http://www.centralscholarship.org.  All applications are due February 11, 2016. 
   
We would appreciate your assistance in aiding local students by publishing an 
announcement about the work of the Central Scholarship committee.  For your 
convenience, a sample release, suitable for your congregation bulletin, is enclosed. If 
you have any questions, please feel free to call Alayne Lowenberger at (412) 422-5627 
or e-mail her at alowenberger@jfcspgh.org. 

 
 

http://www.centralscholarship.org/
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